
After eight years of hard work and over 80,000
hours of volunteer time, the Mountsorrel Railway
opened to the public over the weekend of 24th and
25th October, 2015. What a weekend it turned out
to be as well!

Trains over the weekend were hauled by 0-4-0
LNER Y7 No.1301 from the Middleton Railway
and 0-4-0 Peckett No.2012 "Teddy" from the
Chasewater Railway. The coaching stock was
Alan Voase's newly restored BR suburban coach,
M43289, which looked fabulous and received
many complementary comments over the
weekend. Thanks very much to Alan for allowing
his coach to be used. The GCR's Arrowvale
Director's saloon formed the second coach in the
rake.

The first train on the Saturday morning had been
reserved for the volunteers who had worked to

restore the line. It was so good to see everyone
together as the group is made up of volunteers
who come in the week, some at weekends and
some who don't come to the railway at all yet
contribute from home with the many
administrative roles needed to keep a project like
this going.

Whilst the volunteer train was running, the VIP
party for the official opening train was gathering
at the new Nunckley Hill station, which will
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Lord Faulkner of Worcester unveils the plaques at Mountsorrel station on 24th October, 2015 to
formally open the Mountsorrel Railway. Steve Cramp looks on. CLIVE HANLEY



eventually serve the Heritage
Centre. Although still requiring
its rear fencing, the Nunckley
platform would be used for the
VIPs to board the train.

It was certainly a large VIP party
headed by Lord Faulkner of
Worcester, who would be
performing the opening
ceremony for us. Lord Faulkner
is President of the Heritage
Railway Association and Vice
Chairman of the Science
Museum. Other notable people
attending were the elected Major
of Leicester, Sir Peter Soulsby,
MP for Charnwood Edward
Argar and Brian Simpson,
Chairman of the HRA. Other
guests included local politicians
and representatives from the
many companies who had
helped the project through
sponsorship over the years,
including Tarmac who
sponsored the cost of
Mountsorrel Station through
their Landfill Community Fund.
It was also an honour to have
Audrey Boston with us who
owned 0-4-0 Peckett "Teddy"
for 20 years. Audrey is the
widow of the Reverend Teddy
Boston who ran the Cadeby
Light Railway in the grounds of
the Cadeby village rectory.
Peckett “Teddy” was, of course,
named after the Rev Boston.

Top: Y7 No.1310 hauling The
Mountsorrel Quarryman
breaks the banner to declare
the railway open. CLIVE
HANLEY
Centre: No.1310 brings its
train through Nunckley Hill on
its way to Mountsorrel.
DENNIS WILCOCK
Bottom: No.2012 “Teddy” pulls
in to Nunckley Hill station with
the train for the volunteers.
DENNIS WILCOCK



The VIP party enjoyed a ride to the GCR junction
at Swithland Sidings and then to Mountsorrel
Station. There, they disembarked and came up to
the car park for speeches and Lord Faulkner
unveiled a commemorative plaque. A banner was
held across the track by Lord Faulkner and myself
and the Y7 hauled the train through the banner
declaring the station and railway open. The VIP
party then enjoyed another ride along the line to
Swithland and back to Nunckley Hill.

Public trains commenced at 12:30 on the
Saturday. Five trains were run through the
afternoon and all were sold out. Even the rain
couldn't dampen everyone's enthusiasm.

On Sunday, 10 trains ran
and again; all were
completely sold out. The
sun was out on Sunday
which really showed off
the charm and character
of the branch line to full
effect.

Well over a thousand
paying passengers rode
the trains over the
weekend. The atmosphere

was certainly buzzing, not only
from the enthusiasm of the
volunteers but also the general
public, all of whom enjoyed
their visit immensely.

I can't thank everyone by name
as I would need about 10 pages!
I must say a heartfelt thanks to
the many volunteers who have
worked to restore the line over
the past eight years. Over this
period, some 200 people have
given their time to volunteer,
most who don't have an interest

in railways but got involved because they see the
community benefit the project brings. Their
dedication, hard work and willingness to tackle
even the greatest of challenges is inspirational to
say the least and it has been a privilege to work
alongside them.

A huge thank you as well to the many GCR staff
and volunteers who really pulled out all the stops,
not only on the weekend itself but also on the run
up to it. Again, there are far too many to mention
everyone by name, but I must give special
mentions to Graham Banister and the S&T team,
Nick Tinsley and PWay, Andy Higginson, Kate
Tilley, Alan Pakes, Eric Smith, Dennis Wilcock,

Having arrived at Mountsorrel
VIPs disembark in advance of
the formal opening of the
railway. DENNIS WILCOCK

No.2012 “Teddy” arrives
at Nunckley with a public
train on 24th October,
2015. CLIVE HANLEY



David Wright, Steve Chapple and the operations
team, the station staff, TTI's, locomotive crews
and train staff, Booking Office staff and to Julia
Ford who organised the VIP train. I would like
to thank RVP as well for their support in the early
years of the project. RVP held the lease on the
branch line before it transferred to the GCR.
Finally, a huge thank you to Bill Ford and
Richard Patching for all their invaluable help,
support and guidance over the past few years.

I would also like to thank the many individuals
who have donated over the past eight years.
Without your support, the project would not have
happened. Over 80 companies and grant giving
bodies have donated or contributed materials,
skills and labour to the project. Again, there isn't
room to thank everyone by name but we must
give special thanks to Lafarge who have not only
sponsored the cost of Mountsorrel station but also
donated some 4000 tonnes
of ballast and given
extensive digger operator
time to repair the trackbed
and lay ballast.

Of course, the last quarter
hasn't been a case of putting
our feet up and waiting for
the opening! By late August,
2015 we still had much to
do. None of the signalling

had been installed; neither had the
line-side signage. We needed to
install a new point to lead into a
sand drag at the Swithland end of
the line, which needed to be built
as well. There was also a long list
of PWay snags that needed to be
sorted out; not to mention a station
to build for the VIP train at
Nunckley Hill. All to be done in
only eight weeks!

With track work for RVP's carriage shed at
Swithland Sidings advancing, the long train of
wagons that had been stored at the Swithland end
of the branch line for two years could finally be
shunted away and a start could be made on the
signalling installation and the laying of the sand
drag point. Graham Banister and the GCR S&T
volunteers were soon at work installing ground
frames and rodding runs and the branch line
volunteers made a start on installing the sand drag
point.

At Nunckley Hill contractors started work on the
Nunckley platform. The position of the platform
is critical as it is built on a curve. Careful design
work had been undertaken to come up with a
structure design that had safe clearances yet kept
the platform to coach step distances within the
tolerances set by the Office of the Rail Regulator.

In the sylvan settings of the
branch No.2012 “Teddy” makes
stately progress on 25th October,
2015. GRAHAM WIGNALL

On the opening day
No.1310 brings The
Mountsorrel Quarryman
into Mountsorrel station.
GRAHAM WIGNALL



Our eco team set about cutting back the line side
vegetation and hedges. Not a simple task with 2½
miles of line-side (both sides) to do and only a
strimmer, hand held hedge trimmer and general
garden tools to do it with.

With much to do we were fielding volunteer teams
seven days a week and at times we would often
have a day shift and evening shifts until it got
dark.

By early October, 2015, S&T had installed both
ground frames and most of the rodding runs. The
facing point locks on the two branch points could
be locked for the opening weekend trains to run.
The point installation at Swithland had also gone
well and the sand drag
was nearly complete.
The line-side clearance
was complete as well as
new volunteers joined
the project to boost our
numbers. Alan Voase's
suburban coach had
also arrived so we now
had a coach to run in
the train.

The final week prior to
opening involved some long
days as we battled to sort out
the final few PWay tweaks we
needed to make, under Andy
Higginson's guidance and
with Nick Tinsley's expertise.
It had been hoped to hire
Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 “Colin
McAndrew” for the opening
but mechanical problems
meant that Richard Patching
and David Wright were left

organising a last minute replacement three days
before the opening.

The last week was certainly a stressful time but
we got there and everything ran very well indeed
thanks to everyone's planning and attention to
detail.

So, what happens now? Over the coming months
the signalling work will be completed and
additional work will be done to refine the track.
The GCR will also look at different ways of
operating the line. Either branch line only shuttles
can operate (as happened over the opening
weekend) or, on a limited number of days each
year, through trains can work to and from the

On the open sections of the
branch No.2012 “Teddy”
basks in sunshine on 25th
October, 2015. LOUIS
HURST

At the end of the
opening day No.2012

“Teddy” comes off the
branch and into
Swithland Sidings.
GRAHAM WIGNALL



GCR main line. For steam operation to be viable
trains would need to operate a push/pull system
so only one locomotive is necessary. The DMU
could potentially operate services at quieter times.
The branch line is a wonderful new
addition to the GCR and certainly
offers a lot of potential. 2016 will,
I'm sure, be a very exciting year!

Watch this space!

Peak D123 “Leicestershire and
Derbyshire Yeomanry” passes on
the main line as No.2012 "Teddy"
and train are signalled off the
Mountsorrel branch at the end of
the day, 25th October 2015.
PETER HACKNEY

Staff and volunteers pulled out all the stops to ensure a successful opening weekend.
Left: Drivers Richard Brown (left) and Ken Scriven confer. Richard was driving Y7 No.1310 at the rear
of the train on 25th October,  2015. PETER HACKNEY
Right: Locomotive coal was provided at Nunckley Hill. Rory Capell (left) and Daniel Bowler load the
buckets which will be tipped into the locomotive bunkers. CLIVE HANLEY

Over the opening weekend water for the
locomotives was provided at Nunckley Hill by a
Green Goddess generously provided by the
Leicester City Fire Brigade Museum (above), while
(right) smartly turned out staff, Geoff Scoynes,
Scot Manley and Steve Chapple man the platform
at Nunckley Hill. BOTH: DENNIS WILCOCK


