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Volume 8         Number 14 

GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

April 10 2013 

 

Volunteers Required for Swithland Gala 

We require 6 volunteers on both Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th April to help with the 

Swithland gala – can you spare us a day or two? This is a unique chance to really get 

involved in the action! 

 

We require marshals and assistance with the shuttle buses.  If you can lend a hand, you get 

to be part of the action in return! 

 

Hi-viz vests are provided so all you need to provide is yourself! 

 

Please contact Kate on 01509 632315 if you can help. 

 

 

The Great and the Grand 

We have been kindly gifted 10 signed, limited edition prints entitled 'The Great and the 

Grand' by Derbyshire artist, Richard Piccaver. These are available for purchase from 

Loughborough Station Gift Shop for the bargain price of just £10.00 each. 

 

 

NEW RULEBOOK TRAINING FOR “SAFETY CRITICAL” OPERATING STAFF  

The new GCR Rulebook will become operational from 00:01 on Monday 1st July. In 

conjunction with this, ALL safety critical grades are required to attend training sessions 

before the implementation date. Failure to attend one of these courses may result in safety 

critical competences being temporarily suspended until training has been undertaken. 

 

The dates of the training sessions for all Traincrew (Drivers, Firemen, Secondmen, Guards 

and Shunters) have now been announced. For all other areas, please contact your 

Department Manager for details of training sessions. 
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TRAINCREW TRAINING DATES 

Traincrew training sessions will be held at the GCR on the following dates: 

Sunday 21st April   Sunday 16th June 

Saturday 4th May   Saturday 22nd June 

Sunday 12th May   Sunday 23rd June 

Saturday 15th June 

The courses will be held in Lovatt House and will last a full day starting at 9:30 am and 

finishing at around 4:30 pm. 

 

Each course will be limited to a maximum of 25 delegates  

 

BOOKING YOUR PLACE 

The only way you can book a place for one of the Traincrew training courses is by entering 

your name on the sheets provided in the signing on lobby at Loughborough Locomotive 

Shed.  

 
You are advised to book your place early. Leaving it until the last minute may mean that 

there are no free places on the later courses and could result in a temporary suspension 

from traincrew duties after 1st July until such time as alternative arrangements can be made 

for your training. 

 

Separate arrangements are being made to cover the training requirements of the full time 

Members of Staff. 

 

 

A ROYAL BANQUET WITH KING RICHARD III - Friday April 19 

 

In honour of the sensational discovery of the body of King Richard III in Leicester, the 

Great Central Railway is hosting a Royal feast. 

 

In surroundings fit for a King, the award winning heritage line's luxurious Pullman Dining 
Train, revellers will be greeted by court room style entertainment ‘More the Merrier’, red 

wine and mead, before boarding the train through one of two elegant bar cars. The banquet 

itself will be served in five removes (courses) each with a medieval theme. 

 

The train will depart from Loughborough Central for the sixteen mile return journey to 

Leicester on Friday April 19th. 

 

What's more there will be real steam Royalty in charge. Currently visiting the railway is a 

Great Western King Class locomotive, No. 6023 King Edward II. Wearing a striking blue 

livery, special permission has been obtained from its owners to rename it as No 6015 King 

Richard III. This long scrapped classmate of No. 6023 will live again in memory of the 

rediscovered monarch! 

 

Kate Tilley, marketing manager of the Great Central Railway said, "This will be a grand 

night out. A King class locomotive in charge of an Umber and Cream Pullman train is itself 

is a rare treat. Being able to mark such an important discovery at the same time makes this 

a unique occasion which we hope diners will look forward to being part of." 
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Tickets for the King Richard III Pullman Dining Train can be booked by calling the Great 

Central Railway booking office on  01509 632323. They cost £57 per person and include 

train travel, entertainment, welcome drinks and a five course dinner.  The themed menu is 

online at the railway’s website www.gcrailway.co.uk  

 

 

AWARD WINNING SWITHLAND SIDINGS COMPLEX OPEN TO VISITORS AT 

SPECIAL GREAT CENTRAL GALA 

Visiting Engines to star at three day event 26th to 28th April 2013. 

It’s the three day steam dream railway enthusiasts have been waiting for. For the first time 

since the completion of the award winning signalling at Swithland Sidings, the Great Central 

Railway is opening the area to the public. With guest locomotives and a super intensive 

timetable, the unique spectacle of steam locomotives passing each other, running into loops 

and shunting in sidings will unfold. There won’t be a dull moment! 

 

The gala will feature passenger and freight running on the award winning Leicestershire 

heritage line, and also the first few yards of the newly laid Mountsorrel branch line. Visitors 

will be able to stay all day in a special viewing at Swithland, closer to the action than has 

ever been allowed before. Such intense action was once common place on Britain’s 

Railways but can now only be seen on the GCR. 

 

The list of locomotives expected in action is also impressive. After an extended stay, GWR 

‘King’ class No. 6023 King Edward II will put on a farewell performance. As the railway 

waves goodbye to one visitor, it welcomes three others for the first time. London and 

North Western Railway Webb ‘Coal Tank’ No 1054 will feature on the GCR’s freight 

trains (subject to contract). Meanwhile the sidings at Swithland will be shunted by two 

diminutive locomotives. Bagnall 0-4-0s Alfred and Judy were built with very low cabs and 

short wheelbases to cope with low bridges and tight curves on the Cornish branch lines 

they once worked. 

 
Completing the motive power line up are engines from the GCR ‘home fleet’ including Ivatt 

2 No 46521, Red liveried LMS 8F No 48624, LMS ‘Jinty’ No 47406 and BR Standard 2 No 

78019. In all, eight locomotives are expected in action. 

 

Kate Tilley, Great Central Railway marketing manager said, “We’ve started to see the 

potential of the new signalling at Swithland Sidings at our recent major galas. However, we 

know people want to be allowed on the ground there, to see the true theatre of the 

railways for themselves. It’s going to be a very exciting event and with the ‘King’, some 

guests, and so much to see, it is certainly not one to be missed. Children will be delighted 

by Alfred and Judy and they will right at home shunting at Swithland.” 

 

Hot food will be available at Swithland during the three day event. Passengers will be able 

to reach Swithland using a complimentary shuttle bus from Quorn and Woodhouse station. 

When changing trains at Quorn, look out for demonstration high speed mail drops and 

locomotives being turned on the new turntable. 

 

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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On additional unusual attraction is a narrow gauge locomotive. Tallyllyn Railway No. 3 Sir 

Hayden will be on display at Quorn and Woodhouse station. Usually found running trains in 

Wales, the locomotive is coming back to Leicestershire where it was built at Henry Hughes 

Locomotive and Tramway Engine Works Ltd in Loughborough (the site is now occupied by 

the Brush Works). The locomotive will be posed alongside two large diesels also built 

locally as part of a ‘Made In Loughborough’ display. 

 

The railways’ family tea rooms and bistros will all be open during the event. Timetables and 

fares will be available at the Great Central Railway’s website closer to the event. 

 

All locomotives and attractions appear subject to contract and availability. 

 

 

No.3 SIR HAYDEN GOES BACK TO ITS BIRTHPLACE 

Talyllyn Railway’s Locomotive No.3  Sir Hayden is going on its travels in April, when it is 

due to be moved to Leicestershire to appear at the Great Central Railway’s Swithland 

Steam Gala between 26th and 28th April 2013. Here it will be displayed in the yard at 

Quorn and Woodhouse station along with a Talyllyn publicity and sales stand staffed by 

volunteers from the railway. 

 

This is an appropriate venue for the locomotive to visit as it is very close to the original 

works where it was built in 1878. These were the works of Henry Hughes’ ‘Hughes’s 

Locomotive & Tramway Engine Works Ltd.’ in Loughborough, which later became the 

‘Falcon Engine and Car Works’. This in turn was taken over by the ‘Brush Electrical 

Engineering Company’ in the early twentieth century. 

 

No.3 was the third of three identical 0-4-0’s built by Hughes for the 2ft 3ins gauge Corris 

Railway, being rebuilt as an 0-4-2 in 1900. It continued to serve the line until it closed in 

1948. In 1951 it, along with Corris No.4, was purchased by the embryonic Talyllyn Railway 

Preservation Society for the Talyllyn where it has worked ever since, although it has 

returned to the Corris on two occasions in the last few years. It was named Sir Hayden on 
the Talyllyn after the long-time owner of the line before it was preserved, but often appears 

as its alter-ego Sir Handel from the Skarloey Railway. 

 

Currently No.3 is based at the Corris Railway where it has been displayed since its boiler 

certificate expired last year. The Corris Railway Society have agreed to release the 

locomotive early from a leasing agreement in order for this visit to take place. While the 

locomotive is away from Tywyn it is also planned to visit other venues, details of which will 

be released in due course. 

 

Richard Patching, Great Central Railway’s General Manager said ‘Although it will not be in 

steam it should prove to be a unique attraction during the gala, along with, hopefully, 

another standard gauge diesel Loughborough locomotive, plus the other attractions at the 

station including the working turntable.’ All Talyllyn members are also entitled to privilege 

ticket rates during the gala, upon production of a valid membership card. 

 

A spokesman for the Talyllyn commented ‘Our thanks must go to all those who have made 

this visit possible and enabled No.3 to return to its birthplace. Particularly we would like to 
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thank the Corris Railway Society for being so gracious in releasing the locomotive to us. 

We hope that it will prove to be a great attraction during the gala.’ 

 

 

Shed News 

Where have they all gone? After a winter glut, during which we almost had to put up a 'no 

parking' sign in the yard, things have thinned out. The only visitor left is the blue ‘King’, 

which was taken to Quorn on Monday to be turned to face North for a filming session. 

Now you may remember that we tried to turn it at the Winter Gala, and failed, nearly 

getting it stuck. So this time we took at least 10 of the shed's toughest, and do you know, it 

went round like a dream. The photo shows it nearly round, with Rob Vincent apparently 

moving it with his fingertips! It also shows what a tight fit it is lengthwise with about 3 

inches to spare at each end, which makes any considerations about positioning it for 

balance irrelevant. 

 

 
 

Where are the others? Well, Lamiel went down South some time back, initially to the Mid 

Hants but has subsequently moved to the West Somerset. 5305 spent some of the winter 

on display at the main turntable at York, and is in the process of being moved to Ilford for 

tyre turning before settling at the Keighley & Worth Valley. Gervase has gone home to its 

lucky owners. The ‘N2’ has been putting a lot of miles in at the East Lancs, and finally to 

bring things up to date, the ‘Jinty’ has gone for a short spell to Butterley. The second photo 

shows it being loaded onto an Allerley lorry on Monday, you might just be able to see the 

tender of the ‘King’ being pushed back to Loughborough after turning to face North. 
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I spent a few minutes checking on the progress Jim and Spike were making on the tender 

for the Standard 5 in the North yard. Four out of six horns have their manganese faced 

liners assembled, apparently they have needed a lot of adjusting to get the axle box 

clearance right, probably because the boxes are second hand and worn irregularly. When 

this is complete it will just be a case of slotting the wheel sets into position and we will 

have a rolling chassis. 

 

Locos for the weekend are the Blue ‘King’ (what again!) and the Ivatt 2. 

David Mathews 

 

If you have any news or photos you’d like included in the weekly newsletter, please forward to 

martin.ward@gcrailway.co.uk by 10.30am Wednesday.     © GCR Plc. 2013 

mailto:martin.ward@gcrailway.co.uk

