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GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

January 22 2014 

 

Great Central starts 2014 with one of the country's biggest ever steam show -  

Three day event 24th, 25th and 26th January 2014 

The Great Central Railway will ring in 2014 with one of the biggest steam events that will 

be seen in the country this year. Up to ten locomotives are expected to be in steam on the 

award winning Leicestershire heritage line for the three day Winter Gala. The GCR's 

unique double track will be used to run a very busy timetable where passenger trains and 

freight wagons mingle. 

 

Topping the cast list is Britannia Class number 70013, Oliver Cromwell, a star exhibit from 

the National Collection and one of the biggest passenger locomotives operating in the 

country at the moment. It is returning to Loughborough after a season hauling main line 

excursions. It is supported by no fewer than 3 visiting guests! Mighty freight pulling power 
will be on hand in the form of British Railways Class 9 number 92214. This class of 

locomotive was synonymous with the GCR in the 1950s and 60s often appearing at the 

head of coal trains. A Great Western Railway tank number 5643 proves power can be 

supplied in smaller packages too and the guest list is concluded by an ‘Austerity’ tank 

locomotive, number 22, which is wearing the striking red livery of the United Steel 

Company. 

 

The spectacular motive power roster is completed by the 'home' fleet of BR Standard 2 

number 78019, LMS Ivatt 2 number 46521, LMS 3F number 47406, GNR ‘N2’ number 1744 

(which at 94 years of age is the oldest locomotive in action), red liveried 8F number 48624 

and finally, another treasure from the national collection, Southern Railways 'King Arthur 

Class' number 777, Sir Lamiel. 

 

"This line up is truly incredible, with something for everyone," commented the GCR 

Marketing manager Kate Tilley "We're very grateful to all the locomotive owners and the 

National Collection for helping us to stage this show. It will be one of the biggest on any 

UK heritage railway this year. Our busy procession of passenger, freight and demonstration 

'non-stop drop' postal trains will take everyone back in time to the days when steam ruled 

the rails." 
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Thousands of enthusiasts are expected to visit bringing a welcome boost to the county's 

service sector. The gala begins on Friday with up to five locomotives in action. The full 

available fleet will be in operation on Saturday and Sunday.  

 

On platforms there will be a selection of stalls and displays. On Friday a plaque will be 

unveiled to mark the award given to the GCR for the recent half a million pound 

refurbishment of Loughborough's listed station canopy. Also the completely refreshed small 

exhibits museum will be open. The railways distinctive tea rooms will be open at each 

station giving passengers plenty of opportunity not only to ride, but to take a break and 

watch the trains go past. 

 

"We'd urge people to save the date for a show not to be missed," concluded Kate. "It is a 

line-up of engines that is unlikely to be repeated. The Standard 2 locomotive will soon be 

withdrawn for overhaul so catch it while you can! We're about to showcase the truly 

special Main Line atmosphere only the GCR can create and setting the bar for 2014." 

 
Full details of fares, including three day runabout tickets are now available on the GCR 

website. Timetables will be posted shortly before the event. All locomotives and attractions 

appear subject to availability. 

 

 

Sunday night slide evenings:  2013 ... The Year in Pictures. 

David Putt’s annual look back at the year behind us will take place on 2nd February 2014 at 

the Tap & Mallet, Nottingham Road, Loughborough. Commencing at 7.30pm. On the Great 

Central the Loughborough canopy restoration was completed and work at Quorn & 

Woodhouse and on Loughborough box commenced. Visitors included King Edward II and 

Manston. We will visit several other railways including the Yorkshire Dales at Empsay,  

Wirksworth and Lynton & Barnstaple. Old favourites visited include Severn Valley, 

Llangollen, Welshpool & Llanfair,  and the Festiniog for the 150th anniversary of steam 

power.  

 
We will see paddle steamer Waverley on the Thames and one of the last surviving Lancaster 

bombers.  Trams will be seen in Blackpool, Beamish and the last surviving Leicester tram at 

Crich. The inevitable visit to the Great Dorset Steam Fair will feature the gathering of 150 

rollers of all shapes and sizes.  

 

Then there is the little matter of six A4’s gathered at York. Quite a night. 

 

 

DMU weekend, 15 & 16 February 

This event, which we’d hoped would be a first, is regrettably  having to be cancelled. The 

main reason is the thefts reported earlier in this newsletter which have particularly affected 

our diesel railcar sets. Rather than run the risk of an  event which is sub-standard, we 

decided to cancel sooner rather than later, although the concept will remain as a possibility 

for the future. 
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Bridge to the Future Talk 

There will be an illustrated presentation by Tom Ingall on the GCR and its Bridge to the 

Future Appeal at the Royal Air Force Association, Asfordby Road, Melton Mowbray on 

Saturday February 1st commencing at 8.00pm, admission £4.00 (raising funds for both the 

Bridge Appeal and the RAFA) 

 

Doors and Bar open at 7.30pm, ring Melton 01664 850769 if you require further 

information. 

 

 

Photographic Opportunity 

Great Central Railway's friends and visitors are invited to enter their photographs into our 

Annual Exhibition.  Leicester and Leicestershire Photographic Society runs an annual 

competition for both photographic prints and digitally projected images taken on the GCR.  

The winner of each category is awarded a trophy and a free family runabout train ticket.   

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to display your favourite portrayals of aspects of the trains 

and their environment.  There is no limit to when the pictures were taken.   

 

Entries can be submitted between 1st February and 13th April 2014.  The Exhibition will be 

held on 30th/31st May at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road, Leicester. 

 

Further details and forms will be available on the website www.landlps.org.uk  

 

 

VILLAINS & SUPERHEROES – Tuesday 18th – Thursday 20th February 2014 

In 2014 we will be introducing a new event for February half term. This will be named 

‘Villains and Superheroes’ and will follow a similar format to that of our highly successful 

Teddy Bears Picnic. An event spec will be issued in due course, but in the meantime, 

consider this a call to arms! We would really appreciate some help with this event, and 

would ask you to dig deep and find your ‘alter ego!’ To help us manage costs, we will need 

people to volunteer to dress up in costume as either a villain or superhero, to meet and 

greet the children at various intervals during the day (location to be arranged). If you think 

you could lend us a hand, then please contact Hayley Stevenson on 

hayley.stevenson@gcrailway.co.uk or on 01509 632311. We do have some costumes 

available – first come, first served. Many thanks in anticipation.  

Hayley Stevenson. 

 

 

Northamptonshire Area Group 2013/14 Season Meetings Program 

Our meetings are held at Weston Favell Parish Hall starting at 7.30pm and finishing around 

10.00pm.  There is no admission charge but we make a collection to cover speaker’s 

expenses and hire of the hall.  Any surplus funds will be used to support projects on the 

GCR.  Refreshments will be available during the interval for a small charge. 

 

5th February - Nostalgia of Steam (streamlined engines from each of the Big 4) – Chris 

Pratt shares some of his extensive collection of archive 16mm cine film with us. 
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5th March - 50 Years of Photography (1960's to 2013 !) – A photographic journey around 

the UK (and beyond) featuring BR steam, preserved steam on the main line and some 

heritage railways, colour slides taken and presented by GCR volunteer John Calton 

 

2nd April – Bulleid’s Pacifics – Colour slides of these fascinating locomotives by Colin 

Boocock 

 

Details of the meetings will be available on the Great Central Railway’s website : 

www.gcrailway.co.uk or contact Tony Hemmings : Telephone 01536 514341. 

 

Weston Favell Parish Hall is located at the junction of Booth Lane South and the A4500 

Wellingborough Road on the eastern side of Northampton.  Post code NN3 3EP.  There is 

ample car parking space available at the hall. 

 

 

Leicestershire Area Group 2013/4 Season Meetings Program 

All meetings are held at St Bartholomew’s church hall commencing at 7.30pm. Admission is 

free but a collection will be held. Refreshments are available. 

 

14th February – The Welsh Highland and Ffestiniog Railways - Accomplished 

photographer, Peter Johnson, illustrates the amazing progress achieved by these companies 

since his previous visit seven years ago. 

 

14th March – The Railways of Ashfield, Nottinghamshire - David Amos illustrates the 

complex railway systems which developed around the Midlands coalfields, served by 

Locomotive Depots such as Annesley, Westhouses and Kirkby in Ashfield. 

 

 Enquiries; John Calton, 0116 2676909, Keith Satterly, 0116 2530990, or Peter Hack 01509 

261094 

 

 

Steam Twilight available from the Emporium 

There is a new book out by the highly acclaimed photographer David Percival entitled 

STEAM TWILIGHT and we are lucky to have a few copies for sale at just £17.00 (rrp£18.95 

plus postage). 

 

We also have a couple of spine damaged copies which means a few of the pages are loose. 

These are priced at £7.00. 

 

David also released a book called DIESEL MORNING last year and we have a few copies of 

this again priced at £17.00. 

 

See you at the gala! 

Chris Shilliam 
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“A shed full of coaches” 

Railway Vehicle Preservations are getting closer to the day that it can reported that “All 

our historic wooden bodied coaches are under cover”. We “only” need to raise another 

£20,000 within the next few months to be able to place the order for the shed, to be built 

at Swithland Sidings on the Great Central Railway. 

Planning permission is in place, building regulations have been approved and the order for 

the foundation work has been placed. The foundations are due to be installed in March and 

be should be completed in April, subject to the weather. The response to the latest appeal 

in “Main Line” magazine was superb and has raised around £10,000. This along with other 

donations means that we are now within £20,000 of being able to place the order for the 

shed. If we can raise this money before the foundations are completed then the shed could 

be built and ready for occupation by the summer - we really do need every donation to be 

able to get the job done! 

To be able to get all the restored and unrestored vehicles undercover will enable us to 

make inroads into the renovation of the vehicles that still await their turn in the restoration 

queue, while ensuring that those already restored do not deteriorate due to being out in 
the open at the perils of the British elements.  

RVP has one of the most historic collections of LNER vehicles; both Beavertails from the 

1937 “Coronation” train, the only surviving coach built for the “Flying Scotsman” train of 

1924, the only restored six wheeled Thompson brake coach, the sole surviving LNER bogie 

CCT and not forgetting the only surviving LNER Travelling Post Office set amongst others. 

Now is the time to make this the last winter that these historic vehicles have to endure the 

elements. 

Details on this project, including a gift aid form can be found at http://www.rvp-

ltd.org.uk/shed/ 

All donations, with cheques made payable to Railway Vehicle Preservations Ltd, should be 

sent to: 

RVP (Shed), 

26 Cliff Park Avenue, 

Wakefield, 

WF1 2DW 

 

 

Greenacres job vacancy 

The Platform Café is looking to employ a part-time cook, with relevant experience and 

preferably with hygiene certificates. Must be able to work alternate Sundays as part of their 

working week.  For further information please email Lesleyalla@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 

Meal Deals 

The Platform Café will be offering a meal deal every Tuesday in January on 21st & 28th. 

Free bowl of home-made low calorie Soup with every Sandwich purchased , plus we will 

still be running the Pensioners meal deals on Thursdays. 

 

Winter Steam Gala Evening at The Platform Café, Greenacres – we will be holding a Gala 

Evening event for anyone wishing to join us for a lovely home cooked meal.  Places are 
limited so booking is essential, please ring 077785 12275 for further information or to 

reserve a table. 
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Look out for the new Platform Café menus coming out at the beginning of February to 

include Sunday Roast Dinners. 

 

 If you would like to enquire about private hire for a function please ring Lesley on 077785 

12275, there is currently a discount on all private room hire with booking made in January 

for 2014. 

 

The Platform Café is open Tuesdays – Sundays 10am – 4pm, for bookings and enquiries 

please ring 01509 633870. 

 

 

Ellis Team Rooms 

Staff at Ellis’s are now working to their new menu, so why not drop by and take a look. Or 

if you fancy something a little bit more special why not book you and a friend in for a 

Cream Tea, with home-made scones, fresh cream and jam? 

 

Ring 01509 632343 for more information. 

 

Ellis Tea Room is now also available for private hire and is a perfect venue with a cosy 

atmosphere for small groups of up to 40 people, or ideal for children’s parties with the 

model railway for added entertainment.  Please ring Lesley on 077785 12275 with any 

enquiries. 
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Shed News 

On Wednesday the performers for the weekend were being brought up to readiness. 

Collett 0-6-2T no. 5643 was in steam, ‘space ship’ 92214 was polished to the nines, but still 

cold, and all the locals were ready. That left ‘Austerity’ United Steel No 22 which was having 

a recalcitrant regulator worked on by LMS, but it had passed its steam test after the record 

breaking quick re-tube. 

 

In the works 8F 48305 achieved a milestone when its pony was re-wheeled, the springs 

were going on in the afternoon. Standard 5 73156 is having the firebox stays nutted, we 

bought 3 off 8 foot hexagon bars which are being transformed into half inch thick nuts by 

the auto lathe, I reckon about 180 to the bar, and I had screwed on 450 out of 560 by 

Wednesday night. Driving me nutty, it is. 

 

Out the back, under the LMS tent, Olly Fillingham is fitting he crown stays to the boiler of 

Austerity 3890, it looks rather like a porcupine, Kermit is starting on the firebox of the 

Finnish boiler, and I am drilling out the stays in all four corners of Glos Warks pannier 
9642. This latter fits the pattern of all fireboxes we look at these days, the outer wrapper 

has internal cracks at all four rounded corners. Sometimes the cracks are in the middle of 

the curve between washout plug holes like on Witherslack, and sometimes in line with the 

first row of stays on the flat back-head or throat like on Standard 5 73156. 9642 seems to 

have cracks in both positions! Anyway, between us we are getting good at curing this sort 

of problem. 

David Mathews 

 

If you have any news or photos you’d like included in the weekly newsletter, please forward to 

martin.ward@gcrailway.co.uk by 10.30am Wednesday.     © GCR Plc. 2013 
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