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GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

April 9 2014 

 

From the General Manager 

Taking the opportunity of a couple of weeks without major events, has focused us on 

planning what will be happening at Easter and onwards. 

 

Easter itself, the four days from Good Friday through to Easter Monday, will see our Easter 

Vintage Festival: plenty of trains, of course, but also the many attractions at Quorn 

including steam rollers, traction engines and traditional fairground rides. The Festival has 

developed in just two years to a highlight of the GCR calendar and I’d encourage anyone to 

visit  the website as a few words here simply fail to do to it justice. 

www.gcrailway.co.uk/special-events/vintage-easter-festival/  

 

On Saturday & Sunday, 3 and 4 May, Deltic D9016 will be out on three return runs: these 
are due to leave Loughborough at 11.00, 13.00 and 15.15 on both days. On Bank Holiday 

Monday, 5 May, there’ll be a special all steam service. 

 

Also, don’t forget that in the midweeks either side of Easter we’ll be running our Easter 

Bunny Expresses – again just visit www.gcrailway.co.uk/special-events/easter-sale-with-the-

bunny-express/  You’ll see the truly amazing fare offers for families! 

 

Looking forward to 9, 20 and 11 May, we’ll be having our second Swithland gala and it 

promises to be an enthusiasts’ treat: 

 9F 92214 will not only be in authentic unlined black, but also in “weathered” 

condition  

 Lambton tank no 29, visiting from NYMR,  

 GWR Pannier tank L29 in London Transport red from the South Devon Railway 

 

More details will appear shortly on our website. 

 

And finally, a mention for our first ever Real Ale train on Saturday, 17 May. Details on 

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/special-events/real-ale-train/  where bookings are going well. A 

thank you here to volunteer Leigh Spencer for his artwork which I hope you like (we do!). 

Richard Patching 
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR SWITHLAND GALA 

Be part of the action at the forthcoming Swithland gala! 

 

 We require 6 volunteers on both Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th May to help with the 

Swithland gala – can you spare us a day or two? 

 

We require marshals and assistance with the shuttle buses.  If you can lend a hand, you get 

to be part of the action in return! 

 

Hi-vis vests are provided so all you need to provide is yourself! 

 

 Please contact Kate on 01509 632315 or kate.tilley@gcrailway.co.uk if you can help. 

 

 

Boscastle Shed Tours 

Tours normally take place on the second week-end of each month, and the next ones will 

be on 12 and 13 April. 

 

In view of the numbers expected to attend the Swithland gala, and the fact that some of our 

guides will be away that week-end, we cannot offer tours as such  on   9,  10 and 11 May.   

However, knowledgeable members of the team will be standing by the engine ready to 

answer questions. 

The aim of the tours is to give an idea of the processes involved in overhauling 

locomotives, at the level of an interested member of the public without a particular 

background in railways. The objective is that with this knowledge the visitor might feel 

motivated to contribute in some way towards the overhaul costs of Boscastle – all the more 

so as the boiler is now back at Loughborough and calling on scarce available funds. 

 

A Souvenir Guidebook is available from the guides for a small fee, filling in what is not 

possible to communicate in a half-hour tour – including the historical background to the 

heritage GCR, and a means by which steam locomotives can be easily identified. It is quite 
surprising how many of our visitors do not recognise a 2-8-0 when they see one, and to 

whom classifications such as ‘N2’ and ‘O4’  are a complete mystery. 

 

I believe this publication to be unique to Boscastle and the Great Central Railway. 

James Tawse 

 

 

Easter Bunny Express – don’t miss GCR’s great Easter holiday sale.  Just £25 for a 

family of 5! Tues 15th, Wed 16th, Thurs 17th & Tues 22nd, Wed 23rd, Thurs 24th & 

Fri 25th April 

Meet the Easter bunny down at the GCR and ride on the train between stations, all day for 

just £25 for a family of 5!  There’s free sweets from the Easter Bunny, a mini craft market, a 

fun fair at Rothley, face painting and an Easter egg hunt.  Book on line and find out more:   

 

Book on line: http://bit.ly/1dxy4h4  

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GCR-Announce
mailto:GCR-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:kate.tilley@gcrailway.co.uk
http://bit.ly/1dxy4h4


Receive the newsletter direct to your inbox! Subscribe at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GCR-Announce 

or send a blank email to GCR-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 
Page 3 / 5 

Easter Vintage Festival – Fri 18th to Mon 21st April  

Step back in time at our Vintage Festival.  It’s an all steam show with the feel of a country 

fair.  There’s gallopers and a big wheel, traction engines including Renown & Repulse, 

fairground organs, Edwardian farming demonstrations, vintage cars, commercials and 

machinery.  There’s also trade & craft stalls, a real ale tent and live music. 

 

Book on line: http://bit.ly/1qzibcY  

 

 

Easter Sunday Luncheon – 20th April 

Your four-course lunch is served aboard our First Class Restaurant Cars as a steam 

locomotive takes you on a leisurely journey through the Charnwood’s glorious countryside. 

Your meal is served during the journey and there will normally be a pause on Swithland 

viaduct with its magnificent views across the reservoir to Charnwood Forest.  The price 

includes the full cost of the train ticket and it allows all day travel at our Easter Vintage 

Festival on the day. 

 

Find out more: http://bit.ly/1pzKpRC  

 

 

Quorn Bus & Rail Spring Event – 26th April 

Great Central Railway alongside Leicester Transport Heritage Trust are staging a one day 

event to celebrate heritage rail & bus travel. The event is open from 10am – 5pm, there’ll 

be: 

* two free heritage bus routes from Quorn & Woodhouse station  

* display of buses and commercial vehicles at Quorn 

* stalls in the station yard at Quorn 

* opportunity to combine a number of heritage bus and rail trips in one day 

 

There’ll be more details on line soon: http://bit.ly/1o3KUrN  

 

Vintage Vehicle Club – Got a vintage vehicle? 

 

Why not become a member of our club?  There’s no fees, no subscriptions and we hold 

regular events and rallies.  To find out more email marketing@gcrailway.co.uk  or call 

01509 632315 / 07710 934788 
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Easter Vintage Fayre at Greenacres – Saturday 19th, Sunday 20th & Monday 21st 

April 

Plans for the Easter Vintage Fayre at Greenacres is now well under way, with Laura Jane 

Vintage singing on the Saturday and Monday and Velvet Divine providing the entertainment 

on the Sunday.  There will be lots of Vintage and Craft stalls along with activities for the 

children including bouncy castle and face painting, plus the café will be open all weekend 

providing some good old fashioned home-made food.   

 

For stall availability and further information please contact Lesley on 077785 12275. 

Emporium Update 

The first weekend this month started quite well from the sales point of view with just 

under £600 being taken. While the book sale has now ended, the 50% off pricing for 

framed pictures under £30 and crockery under £10 remains in place. We have bought out 

of our main store several more framed pictures many of which are priced at just £5 (now 

£2.50) and some of these feature Great Central Railway scenes. Three of these were sold 

within an hour of display 
 

Justin 

 

More books, this time featuring examples from each grouping company or their 

predecessors or successors, are now on display. A few examples, "Mallard," by Don Hale, 

"East Coast Pacifics" and "Stanier 4-6-0s"  both "at Work," the former by P. N. Townend, 

the later by A. J. Powell, "Great Western Lines and Landscapes" by Alan Bennett and 

"South Coast Railways, Brighton to Worthing" by Vic Mitchell and Kevin Smith are among 

these newly displayed titles. There are some further examples of the last joint authors' 

books, published by Middleton Press, also displayed as well as works by many other 

authors.  

 

Also, we have now found space to add to the wide selection of postcards, again featuring 

locomotives or scenes from every era of Britain's Railways and a few depicting foreign 

railways. Come and see us soon and choose a book, dvd, picture, postcard or any item of 

interest to you or your loved one/friend before the Easter rush begins. 

Peter Scott 

 

 

Shed News 

A whole lot of steam being let off in the yard on Wednesday, with the Ivatt's new regulator 

drive part and the Brit's firebox repairs being tested. All looked pretty good, in fact I saw 

the insurance inspector giving Cromwell the once over. The Ivatt is due for an extended stay 

at the South Devon Railway starting next Friday, all being well it should make it following a 

programmed trial this Thursday. 
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Witherslack's (or is it Swithland's?) wheels all seem painted, and a lot of plate-work is in 

hand in and around the cab. Outside I have finished restaying the firebox of 73156, well, all 

except the one that I forgot, and have started recutting the threads on the multitude of 

washout plug holes.  

 

Locos for the weekend are not yet posted, but will probably be the red 8 and the Standard 

2. 

David Mathews 

 

 

Diesel roster 

Saturday 12th April – DMU (09:40) and 45041 (11:00 & 13:00). 

Sunday 13th April – DMU (09:40) and 45041 (11:00 & 13:00). 

 

Easter Bunny Express 

Tuesday 15th April – 45041 (11:15, 13:15 & 15:15). 

Wednesday 16th April – 45041 (11:15, 13:15 & 15:15). 

Thursday 17th April – 45041 (11:15, 13:15 & 15:15). 

 

The times in brackets are the Loughborough departure times. 

Neil Burden 

 

If you have any news or photos you’d like included in the weekly newsletter, please forward to 

martin.ward@gcrailway.co.uk by 10.30am Wednesday.     © GCR Plc. 2014 
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