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Answers at a glance

WHERE WILL THE NEW MUSEUM BE?

A world class new exhibition hall will be built at the Great Central Railway’s southern terminus 
‘Leicester North’. The railway’s heritage trains will arrive alongside a striking building, filled with 
displays of locomotives and other priceless artefacts from the national collection.

WHO IS INVOLVED?

The project is being developed by a partnership of the Great Central Railway, Leicester City 
Council and the National Railway Museum.

WHAT WILL IT COST?

The total cost is estimated at £16m. A bid which has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
aims to secure £10m towards this. The remaining match funding would be secured through other 
grant applications and a fundraising programme.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR THE CITY?

Leicester already has a number of high profile tourist attractions. The new museum will be another 
incentive for visitors to not only come to the area, but stay.
During the construction more than 300 building jobs will be created, with 9 full time posts once it 
is open. The economic impact of the museum and railway combined over five years is estimated at 
£43million, which in turn has the power to create 900 new jobs in the local economy. It will also 
create 100 new volunteering opportunities for local people.

HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL VISIT?

It’s estimated that the railway and museum together will draw two hundred and thirty thousand 
visitors.

WHAT IS THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY?

The GCR was a Victorian high speed line between Sheffield, Leicester and London which opened in 
1899. It closed in 1969. A section between Leicester and Loughborough has been restored and 
operates steam and heritage diesel trains all year round.



WHY A RAILWAY MUSEUM?

The proposed attraction will be unique. It will show how railways changed lives and helped to 
transform the city, while allowing visitors to experience an operating steam railway at the same 
time.  The city was home to one of the earliest railways in the world (the Leicester and 
Swannington) and also was a key hub of the Midland Railway. The Great Central Railway opened in 
1899 and was the high speed route of the day.  Many people in the city have a railway story, either 
relatives who worked on them, or came to the area because of the trade the railways generated. 
The railways helped to transform the city’s fortunes and still effect the lives of people who live 
here today.

WHAT WILL I BE ABLE TO SEE THERE?

A number of famous steam locomotives including, Green Arrow and Butler Henderson, the 
revolutionary APT-E and interactive displays which tell Leicester’s Railway story. On many days 
regular heritage trains will arrive, alongside the display hall every forty five minutes.
The object and locomotives on display will be drawn from the national collection (based in York) 
but available on the doorstep of the East Midlands for the first time.

HOW IS THIS AFFECTED BY THE GCR REUNIFICATION PROJECT?

The GCR is working to reconnect itself with another surviving section of the Great Central which 
runs to the north of Loughborough. This project involves rebuilding a bridge over the Midland Main 
Line and the work is underway. When complete, the GCR will be eighteen miles long and trains 
from the national network will be able to access the southern section. The new museum will be at 
one end of the line and a natural destination for incoming charter trains. It will also allow visitors 
from further a second railway gateway to the city.

WHEN WILL IT OPEN?

If the project secures a stage one and two pass from the Heritage Lottery Fund, it could be open 
by Summer 2019.

Above: Impression of sole surviving original Great Central Railway passenger locomotive ‘Butler 
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