
 

 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS about ‘MAIN LINE’ 

The new railway museum at the Great Central Railway 

 

 

What’s this about? 

The Great Central Railway, Leicester City Council and the National Railway Museum in to create 

a new railway museum in Leicester. It will contain key locomotives, rolling stock and objects and 

from the national collection, telling the story of the city and how it was changed by the railways.  

The working name for the museum is ‘Main Line’. 

 

 

Where will it be? 

The new, contemporary building will be right alongside the GCR’s Leicester North railway station. 

Heritage trains will be visible from the display hall and vice versa. The museum will be at the end 

of the 8 mile, largely double track preserved main line formation. With the completion of the 

separate GCR reunification project, the line will become 18 miles with a connection to the 

national rail network. 

  

 

What collection items will be on display? 

A draft list of locomotives and rolling stock has been compiled, but is not yet complete.  Star 

exhibits are expected to include the V2 class steam locomotive 'Green Arrow', the sole surviving 

GCR passenger engine "Butler Henderson” and a power car and trailer car from the APT-E 

advanced passenger train, which has influenced the design of subsequent high speed trains. During 

the forthcoming development phase work will continue on selecting objects for plans for the 

displays evolve. Securing local oral history will also be a key objective of the project. 

  

 

What will it cost? 

The total cost of the project is estimated to be £17m. The project has been approved for 

development funding by the Heritage Lottery Fund. A full grant of £10m will be released, subject 

to the partners successfully completing the next two years of development work. 

The project partners will now work to secure the required match funding for the project. 

 

 

Will it create jobs? 

It is estimated 300 short-term construction jobs will be created while the museum is built and 9 

full-time posts once open. It will also deliver long term term economic benefits to the local 

economy by bringing additional tourism to the area and encouraging service sector spending. 

 

 

When will it open? 

Subject to a successful development phase, the museum could open in 2019. 

  

  
 


