
The Great Central Railway exists today because 
a group of determined volunteers, back in 1969, 
following closure by British Railways, wanted the line 
to be saved to recreate the experience of main line 
steam for generations to come. 

Today we proudly cherish and develop their legacy as a 
contemporary visitor attraction to educate, entertain and bring 
value to our local communities. 

The UK’s only double track, main line heritage railway, trains 
operate every weekend, Bank Holidays and selected weekdays 
during the summer and school holidays with steam and heritage 
diesel locomotives as well as our heritage railcars. 

Start your experience at any one of our stations: Loughborough 
Central, Quorn & Woodhouse, Rothley or Leicester North. All 
our stations are presented in periods to reflect the golden age of 
train travel offering visitors an informative glimpse into the past. 

You can refresh yourself at one of our station cafés, or onboard 
our trains and why not visit Loughborough Central Station’s 
Souvenir Shop and second-hand Emporium that’s full of 
railwayana, to pick up a memento of your visit. 

At Loughborough Central Museum you can learn about the 
history of the Great Central Railway and take a look behind the 
scenes with one of our specialist tours that looks at what life 
was like at a working main line station as well as what it takes to 
preserve our stations and rolling stock for future generations to 
enjoy. 

Step into a world of vintage luxury and enjoy First-Class Dining 
aboard our historic main line steam locomotives. Options include 
a luxurious Afternoon Tea, a delicious lunch or romantic evening 
meal aboard. 

For those looking for something unique, our themed experiences 
including thrilling Murder Mystery evenings, the grand celebration 
that is Christmas and New Year on board are not to be missed!

LE11 IRW

LE12 8AG

LE7 7LD

LE4 3BR

On street only

Car park (free)

Car park (free)

Car park (free)

parks.formal.prompting 

extend.carriage.froze

Limited service

Nunckley Hill, Mountsorrel & Rothley Community Heritage Centre

glass.horses.drain

year.clear.jumps

ALL ABOARD THE GCR HOW TO FIND US

Website gcrailway.co.uk

Booking Office 01509 632 323 

Great Central Road, Loughborough LE111RW

Full Terms and Conditions can be found at gcrailway.co.uk/terms

FOR BOOKINGS & T&CS

LOUGHBOROUGH CENTRAL

QUORN & WOODHOUSE

ROTHLEY

LEICESTER NORTH

MOUNTSORREL BRANCH LINE

SWITHLAND RESERVOIR

EVENTS CALENDAR

2025 PROGRAMME

YEAR OF ADVENTURE
YOUR GUIDE TO A

GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY



SEPTEMBERMAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

AUTUMN DIESEL GALA 
Our home fleet will be joined by guest locomotives for an intensive 
weekend of diesel traction. 

4-6
HERITAGE BUS RALLY & RUNNING DAYS 
Around 50 buses on display, trade stands and the opportunity 
to mix travelling on our trains and take free bus rides. Special 
attractions for our younger visitors on Sunday.

17-18

DIESEL RUNNING DAY - ENGLISH ELECTRIC 
Come and join us for one of the highest mileage diesel hauled 
services in preservation. 

13

PORTABLE RAILWAY WEEKEND - MINIATURE RAILWAY
Ride on a miniature railway with tracks laid in the yard at Quorn 
and Woodhouse Station, demonstrations and fun for all ages.

2-3

DIESEL RUNNING DAY 
Come and join us for one of the highest mileage diesel hauled 
services in preservation. 

23

WILL HAY DAY
Celebrate the life and work of the comedian & film star.14

EXTINCT EXPRESS - FAMILY DAY 
Step on-board for a terrific family journey, complete with pre-
historic appearances by our wonderful mini-dinosaurs! Brought to 
you by Fox & Edwards.

2-3

1940s WEEKEND 
The 1940s are brought back to life this June with an evocative 
commemoration of life in a decade dominated by war. 

31-1

CENTENARY OF “SIR LAMIEL” 
100 years of this classic Loco & find out about its restoration.21

DIESEL RUNNING DAY - SULZER 
Join us for an amazing weekend where you’ll have the chance to 
ride behind our home fleet diesels and visiting guests. It’s perfect 
for enthusiasts and families alike.

8

RAILWAY 200 OPEN WEEKEND 
Join us to celebrate 200 years of rail travel in the UK5-6

RAILWAYANA SWAPMEET 
Buy and sell railwayana at our regular car boot type sale for railway 
related artefacts. 

22

RAILWAYS AT WORK GALA 
Step back in time to the 1960s as we recreate a busy mainline 
railway with full costume re-enactment of the swinging 60s.

16-17

MEET THE GRUFFALO FAMILY DAY
Steam trains, the chance to see The Gruffalo at intervals, & more. 
Brought to you by Fox & Edwards.

24

DIESEL RAILCAR DAY 
Come and join us for one of the highest mileage diesel hauled 
services in preservation. 

18

MIXED TRAFFIC DAY 
Diesel and Steam Locos and a mix of passenger and freight trains.7

EXTINCT EXPRESS - FAMILY DAY 
Step on-board for a terrific family journey, complete with pre-
historic appearances by our wonderful mini-dinosaurs! Brought to 
you by Fox & Edwards.

13-14

RAILWAYANA SWAPMEET 
Buy and sell railwayana at our regular car boot type sale for railway 
related artefacts.

14

BEER, CIDER & GIN FESTIVAL 
Join us for a selection of real ales, ciders and speciality gins. Travel 
between stations by train for a true rail ale experience.

18-21

AUTUMN STEAM GALA 
Our home fleet will be joined by guest locomotives for an intensive 
weekend of steam.

OPEN WEEKEND 
Explore the Great Central Railway’s stations, get a glimpse behind 
the scenes and find out more about our home fleet.

BONFIRE NIGHT & FIREWORKS 
Our annual family event that’s not to be missed!5

GREAT CENTRAL SANTA EXPRESS 
Experience the magic of Christmas at the Great Central Railway on 
our special services that run until Christmas Eve.

22-30

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
A Special service honouring those who served. Held at 
Loughborough Central Station.

9

LAST HURRAH GALA 
See out the end of the year with an intensive weekend starring the 
GCR home fleet.

15-16

GREAT CENTRAL SANTA EXPRESS 
Experience the magic of Christmas at the Great Central Railway on 
our special services that run until Christmas Eve.

1-24

BETWIXTMAS STEAM DAYS 
Escape the turkey leftovers for a post-Christmas steam fix served 
with a complimentary warm mince pie.

27-30

NIGHTRIDER - SEE IN 2026 BY STEAM 
Spend New Year’s Eve being transported by steam. Always a great 
atmosphere on board.

31
SPRING DIESEL GALA 
Join us for an amazing weekend where you’ll have the chance to 
ride behind our home fleet diesels and visiting guests. It’s perfect 
for enthusiasts and families alike.

25-27

ROAD RAIL STEAM 
Traction engines, road rollers, fairground attractions in Quorn yard, 
plus steam on our main line.

19-21

GOOD(S) FRIDAY 
An opportunity to see several goods trains in action, in addition to 
normal passenger trains.

18

RAILWAYANA SWAPMEET 
Buy and sell railwayana at our regular car boot type sale for railway 
related artefacts.

23

MEET PETER RABBIT - FAMILY DAY
Steam train trips and the chance to see Peter Rabbit at intervals, 
and more. Brought to you by Fox & Edwards.

12

MEET PADDINGTON BEAR - FAMILY DAY
Steam train trips and the chance to see Paddington at intervals, and 
more. Brought to you by Fox & Edwards.

8

REUNIFICATION OPEN WEEKEND 
Train services on both GCR and GCR(N) linked by heritage bus 
and showcasing many additional attractions and behind-the-scenes 
activities at both railways.

5-6

SPRING STEAM WEEKEND 
A frequent train service using three steam locomotives and a diesel 
railcar, designed to appeal to families and enthusiasts alike.

1-2

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

APRIL

MARCH

2-5

Our 2025 calendar has familiar favourites combined with some 
exciting new events. Remember, the Great Central Railway is 
open all year round, why not visit us for one of our running days, 
sample our First Class Dining experiences or fulfil your dream of 
driving a loco with one of our driving experiences. 

Find out more, check timetables and buy tickets online at 
gcrailway.co.uk.

25-26

THIS YEAR’S EVENTS


